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ABOUT



Inspired by nature and paganism, Surbhhi has often used flora and fauna in her practice allegorically, always 
talking to a deeper meaning. She has often used the elephant, emblematic of Lord Ganesha, the elephant god 
of prosperity and joy as a floating metaphor for India, for knowledge, and sometimes as a canvas for her 
personal messaging.

Surbhhi’s first elephant sculpture was in 2017, when she was invited as  one of India’s top 101 creative people, 
to draw awareness to the condition of Asian Elephant with the Elephant Family Trust,  United Kingdom. 

Her elephant, Frendlee (2017) was showcased at the Gateway of India in Mumbai, and later auctioned for charity. 
In the following iterations of the elephant, such as  Roselee (2023) and Little Frendlee (2024) she is still imagining 
a utopian world where India and China are friends and world geo-politics is fair, cordial, inclusive and peaceful. 
    



RoseLee is inspired by Chinese pottery and speaks to regional cooperation 
and the Eastern philosphy of compassion, forbearance, forgiveness and 
ahimsa. The intricately hand-painted elephant, also celebrates the role of the 
hand-made, a stand in for the artist, and pays homage to Oriental cultural 
heritage through a mix of Indian, Chinese and Japanese motifs.  

It is a continuation of the Frendlee Series that Surbhhi started in 2017. 
She was chosen by the Elephant Family India as one of 101 creative people 
in India and her elephant, Frendlee, was showcased at the Gateway of India, 
before being auctioned off to raise the funds to preserve the habitat of the 
Asian elephant.



RoseLee
Fibreglass, resin, marble dust, hand painted in proprietary paints�
57 inches X 59 inches X 33 inches
2023



Little Frendlee is a new iteration of the series and a satirical take on the 
ever-changing Sino-Indian relationships and a utopian symbol of Eastern 
comraderie and peace which one hopes will ensue in due course.

It is a continuation of the Frendlee Series that Surbhhi started in 2017. She 
was chosen by the Elephant Family India as one of 101 creative people in 
India and her elephant, Frendlee, was showcased at the Gateway of India, 
before being auctioned off to raise the funds to preserve the habitat of the 
Asian elephants.

Little Frendlee
Fibreglass, Resin, Acrylic eyes, Handpainted in proprietary paints�
38 inches X 24 inches X 22 inches
2024





Little Goldee is a new iteration of the series and a satirical take on the ever-changing life situations 
and hopes to serve as a totem of hope and strength in times of hardship and uncertainty. It is a 
continuation of the Frendlee Series that Surbhhi started in 2017. She was chosen by the Elephant 
Family India as one of 101 creative people in India and her elephant, Frendlee, was showcased at 
the Gateway of India, before being auctioned off to raise the funds to preserve the habitat of the
Asian elephant.

Little Goldee
Fibreglass, Resin, Acrylic eyes, Gold leaf, Silver leaf
38 inches X 24 inches X 22 inches
2024









New Delhi . London
@studiosurbhimodi


